Land Initiative Working Group - Technical Meeting

MINUTES June 07, 2000, 9:00 -11:30

Office of Information Technology, Boardroom, 1100-215 Gerry Street
Attendees: 
Kip Tyler (Conservation), Chris Green (Health), Darren Brothers (AGR), Andy Bibik (ITM), Hartley Pokrant (Conservation), Dan Buhler (HWY), Jadranka Paskvalin, Chair (OIT), Phillips Larry (IA)

Absent: 
Bolger Dirk (GS) 

AGENDA:
1. Pricing Policy for GeoSpatial data

One of the issues related to public access (and the future existence of Linnet's IU) is whether we will be charging fees for our data or allow free access to all on-line Core Data. Kip have prepared a (very needed, and very good) discussion paper titled : Pricing Policy for the Distribution of Provincial Digital Data on this. 

Although majority of data is within the department of Conservation, this policy would not only be the Department of Conservation's policy, but government-wide.   We have already reviewed this issue many times, and the discussion pointed out that the MLI Committee supports the idea of free geospatial data. 

Some minor changes and edits to the policy were forwarded to Kip - such as making explicit that discussion about not charging fees for land information is targeted to land information such as: topographic maps, land use maps, transportation or flood proofing maps. On the other hand, when dealing with cadastral information such as land titles information, interest and ownership of land and assessed value, the cost of developing, purchasing and maintaining such data is significant and so cost recovery mechanisms are and will continue to be necessary.  As well, in this area it is essential to take into account privacy concerns and ensure that departments retain control over what and how their data will be shared and used.  

Also, the relationship between Canada Map Sales (hard copy maps) and MLI digital data need to be present there (how our site will impact their business).

The next step is to inform/seek approval if necessary from the DMs of participating departments.

The second version of the paper (that will be sent to DMs prior to the meeting is
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2. Current status of work:

DATABASE:  
All maps are accessible on-line Internally (Unix Server - 70 GB, 50 filled, problems with back-up, Andy has ordered backup discs (10 discs, $20 each, OIT pays) -until new server is installed 

Growth expectations: in the next 5 years - add 1:20 000 maps, and possibly federal maps 1:50 000.   

Seamless database (more interactive / build a map database) is still not complete - MLI side is there (Spatial Data Engine, Spatial Oracle Cartridge) and is waiting for ManWeb to do installation of the hardware (according to Steve - next 3 weeks).  ITM will than load data (in its native format) into it. 

Telecommunication Branch  (Ric Coy) has been monitoring the traffic on three sites - York (ManWeb), Salteaux (Conservation) and Ellice (ITM).  The attached Power Point file shows utilization, at each of the three sites, over the last four weeks.  There are some spikes in utilization but nothing too dramatic.  These results depend on the frequency of downloads. 

Ric Coy has no objection to releasing the application to the rest of government as long as it is understood that:

· sites with small access pipes may be adversely impacted

· increased use of the application may drive significant additional bandwidth

Also, the Telecomm. Branch will continue to monitor the effects of the application on the PDN.
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With this, the MLI web page will be released to all government workers.  

External web page - the public interface for MLI database (Darren and Dan to coordinate)
· Disclaimer for the Core Data - Kip drafted, need to be reinforced - B. Kozak to be involved

· Content   (Jadranka - first draft, and Darren, Dan to take over)

· Core data - Mining data  is partly owned by feds - can not be part of the free data

- Orthophotos - negotiations with MB Hydro and Linnet pending DMs    approval ?

· Technical issues - 

Direct access to the UNIX server with SHP and DXF files 

Backup - Steve to ensure that seamless database is functional asap

Security issues - firewalls etc - Steve to contact IPC

· Storefront - Free access to digital data vs. charging fees  - If pricing paper is accepted, we will not need to charge for data
Status of Metadata Collection (link)

Majority of metadata for the Core Maps has been collected and updated - still missing : Highways (Dan), Agriculture (Darren), and Administrative Boundaries (Lori).

Cadastral Map

Conceptual business plan is defined (Larry is drafting it - will be completed by the end of June, discussed during the summer, and presented to DMs in the Fall)

3. Happened since our last meeting…….

IJC meeting 

Water Resources and their federal partners (PFRA - Prairie Farm Rehabilitation Administration) met with us (MLI- Jadranka, Andy, Steve, Lindsay, Hartley, Kip) to discuss a project that is, in a certain way, a continuation of the Red River virtual database - decision support system for flood officials and will include PFRA access to the MLI governmental database.  To develop this decision support system for WRB, PFRA will need direct access to MLI database (Access - not to the whole page but only to the Core Data Warehouse).  MOU for sharing of information will be signed.  Kip to draft it.  Steve will look into security issues and inform IPC (According to Steve there are no unmanageable technical issues in allowing FFRA access).

Community Data Network (CDN) Working Group (Health, Educ/Training, FS, City of WPG).  Chris Green (Health) is involved in both MLI and CDN group.  This Group deals with geospatial socio-economic data.  They have census data and are interested in possible partnership (primarily in using our database and network capabilities) 

Jadranka presented MLI achievements to CDN. Discussions will continue.

Chris Leach (FS) is also member of this group and he informed Jadranka about the Inner City Migrancy Committee's project - a partnership between Wpg School Division No.1.  - GIS application that is being developed by Linnet.  Jadranka invited him to do a presentation to the MLI Committee's next meeting on this project.  

_1024483260.unknown

_1024491285.unknown

